Resisting Cultural Appropriation
July 23 & 24, 2022

Cultural appropriation is when a person of a different background, race
or gender acts like someone from another culture by taking on their
customs and practices.

Christian cultural appropriation is when a Christian takes on the godless
practices of the world, flesh, and the Deuvil.

1 John 2:16 (TPT)

For all that the world can offer us—the gratification of our flesh, the
allurement of the things of the world, and the obsession with status and
importance—none of these things come from the Father but from the
world.

2 Chronicles 36:11-12 (NLT)

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. But Zedekiah did what was evil in
the sight of the LORD his God, and he refused to humble himself when
the prophet Jeremiah spoke to him directly from the LORD.

Legend of the Call Week 7: Zedekiah

Occupation: The Last King of Judah

Place in Life: He became king by default

Calling: To lead God’s people out of spiritual darkness.

Cultural appropriation cycle Blessing, prosperity, apathy, sin,
desolation, repentance and restoration.

Zedekiah’s name (Mattaniah) literally means Jehovabh is righteous.”

Resisting cultural appropriation means | must:

m Become fully aware of the wickedness in and around me.

2 Kings 24:1a, 9 (NLT)

During Jehoiakim’s reign, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon invaded the
land of Judah... Jehoiachin did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, just as
his father had done.

2 Kings 24:13-15, 17 (NLT)

As the LORD had said beforehand, Nebuchadnezzar carried away all the
treasures from the LORD’s Temple and the royal palace. He stripped
away all the gold objects that King Solomon of Israel had placed in the
Temple. King Nebuchadnezzar took all of Jerusalem captive, including
all the commanders and the best of the soldiers, craftsmen, and
artisans—10,000 in all. Only the poorest people were left in the land.
Nebuchadnezzar led King Jehoiachin away as a captive to Babylon,
along with the queen mother, his wives and officials, and all Jerusalem’s
elite...Then the king of Babylon installed Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle,
as the next king, and he changed Mattaniah’s name to Zedekiah.

2 Kings 24:17-20 (NLT)

Then the king of Babylon installed Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, as the
next king, and he changed Mattaniah’s name to Zedekiah. Zedekiah
was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem eleven years. But Zedekiah did what was evil in the LORD’s
sight, just as Jehoiakim had done. These things happened because of
the LORD’s anger against the people of Jerusalem and Judah, until he
finally banished them from his presence and sent them into exile.

m Avoid becoming apathetic about the purposes of God.

Jeremiah 38:14-15 (NLT)

One day King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah and had him brought to the
third entrance of the LORD’s Temple. “| want to ask you something,” the
king said. “And don't try to hide the truth.” Jeremiah said, “If | tell you the
truth, you will kill me. And if | give you advice, you won't listen to me
anyway.”

Jeremiah 38:17-22 (NLT)

Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “This is what the LORD God of
Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you surrender to the
Babylonian officers, you and your family will live, and the city will not be
burned down. But if you refuse to surrender, you will not escape! This
city will be handed over to the Babylonians, and they will burn it to the
ground.” “But | am afraid to surrender,” the king said, “for the
Babylonians may hand me over to the Judeans who have defected to
them. And who knows what they will do to me!” Jeremiah replied, “You
won’t be handed over to them if you choose to obey the LORD. Your life
will be spared, and all will go well for you. But if you refuse to surrender,
this is what the LORD has revealed to me: All the women left in your
palace will be brought out and given to the officers of the Babylonian
army. Then the women will taunt you, saying, ‘What fine friends you
have! They have betrayed and misled you. When your feet sank in the
mud, they left you to your fate!”

Romans 12:11 (TPT)

Be enthusiastic to serve the Lord, keeping your passion toward him
boiling hot! Radiate with the glow of the Holy Spirit and let him fill you
with excitement as you serve him.



. Refuse to keep silent about God’s truth.

Jeremiah 38:24-28 (NLT)

Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Don’t tell anyone you told me this, or
you will die! My officials may hear that | spoke to you, and they may say,
‘Tell us what you and the king were talking about. If you don’t tell us, we
will kill you.” If this happens, just tell them you begged me not to send
you back to Jonathan’s dungeon, for fear you would die there.” Sure
enough, it wasn’t long before the king’s officials came to Jeremiah and
asked him why the king had called for him. But Jeremiah followed the
king's instructions, and they left without finding out the truth. No one had
overheard the conversation between Jeremiah and the king. And
Jeremiah remained a prisoner in the courtyard of the guard until the day
Jerusalem was captured.

What can | learn from Zedekiah’s mistakes?

e When | stand for truth, not everyone will be happy.

e When | say | love God, my character must prove it.

e Living life God’s way will result in a blessed life, but living my
way will end in disaster.

Jeremiah 39:5-8 (NLT)

But the Babylonian troops chased them and overtook Zedekiah on the
plains of Jericho. They captured him and took him to King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, who was at Riblah in the land of Hamath.
There the king of Babylon pronounced judgment upon Zedekiah. The
king of Babylon made Zedekiah watch as he slaughtered his sons at
Riblah. The king of Babylon also slaughtered all the nobles of

Judah. Then he gouged out Zedekiah’s eyes and bound him in bronze
chains to lead him away to Babylon. Meanwhile, the Babylonians
burned Jerusalem, including the royal palace and the houses of the
people, and they tore down the walls of the city.

Romans 12:1-2 (MSG)

So here’s what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around
life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does
for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead,
fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity,
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

Romans 11:6 (TPT)
And since it is by God’s grace, it can’t be a matter of their good works;
otherwise, it wouldn’t be a gift of grace, but earned by human effort.
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